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Using Evidence-Based Medicine for Clinical Evaluation and

Examination in Developmental Disability Children
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Feature

Narrative Review

Systematic Review

Question

Sources and search

Often broad in scope

Not usually specified,
potentially biased

Selection Not usually specified, Criterion-based
potentially biased selection, uniformly
applied
Appraisal Variable Rigorous critical
appraisal
Synthesis Often a qualitative Quantitative sumimary*
summary
Inferences Sometimes evidence-based  Usually evidence-based

Often a focused dinical
question

Comprehensive
sources and explicit
search strategy

* A quantitative summary that includes a statistical synthesis is a meta-analysis.
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